
 
 

Eliza Burns, Principal 
                                             Grace Farrar Cole Elementary School  

October 2, 2020 
 

   COLE MINERS’ DIG 

Principal’s Notes 
 
Each month, Mr. Menice decorates our glass windows in the main office.  This morning he took down the apple 
trees and put up the pumpkins.  We celebrated the fact that we have made it to the pumpkins for being in school 
in person!  We hope to make it to the turkeys and then the snowmen!  What a fun way to mark the passing of time 
for in person schooling!  
 
You many have noticed that Norwell is in the “gray” this week while being surrounded by greens and yellows. 
Great job, Norwell!  We’d like to continue on this great path, but we need the community’s help.  Please review the 
bus expectations (masks at all times, remain in assigned seat, sitting on their bottoms, facing forward) with your 
children this weekend.  Students are expected to and MUST remain in his/her assigned seat for the duration of the 
ride to and from school.  Any students not following this rule will be removed from the bus until they are able to 
abide by that expectation.  We are firm on this rule and the consequence for not following it. 
 
As a quick reminder, as we move forward with our hybrid plan, all students are to be engaged in either in person 
or remote learning for the length of the school day (8:55-3:20).  The structure of the school day allows for lunch 
and travel time, but students must participate in the remote specialists and remote Wednesdays this year, it is not 
optional.  Mrs. Burns will be reaching out to families that are having difficulty engaging in the remote portion of the 
day to help remove any technological barriers.  In addition, teachers are outlining work for at home learning time. 
This is new to our teachers and students this year so we are all working collaboratively together to figure out how 
to best structure this and to find the right balance between what is too much and what is not enough.  Please 
continue to extend grace, patience, and flexibility to our teachers as they work to create the best possible plan for 
all. 
 
Many thanks to Mrs. Marina Kretov and Mrs. Jessica Finn for volunteering their time to be parent representatives 
on our School Council.  They join Mrs. Keri Tierney and Mrs. Kathy Lang this year.  Our teacher representatives 
will be Mrs. Molly Fraser, Mrs. Jennifer Bretsch, and Mr. Jim Thornton.  We are still in need of a community 
representative so if you know of anyone interested, please have them reach out. 
 
If there are any technology issues with borrowed iPads, please email tech.support@norwellschools.org for 
support.  
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As a reminder, we share many pictures on the Cole PTO facebook page as well as on Twitter. Please consider 
following @Principal_Burns or joining the Cole PTO facebook page 
 
Food Services:  
 
October’s Lunch Menu click here    

 
Library Corner 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 

Book Checkout: 
I am teaching students about how to use our online library catalog now! For parents who would like to assist their 
students at home, there are instructions about user names and passwords and a quick screencast tutorial in 
yellow folders in each library class Schoology folder. Print books will be requested electronically (by holding a 
book in Destiny) and delivered to classrooms on Mondays. Each student will start with only one book per week, so 
we address the workload of pulling and delivering books. Please note that Destiny allows a maximum of 2 holds 
per student total, which can only be deleted by Ms. McGarry, so select holds judiciously. There is also a 
FAVORITE feature where students can add potential checkouts to an ongoing list in their accounts. Soon, I will 
also teach students about our exciting new e-book collection as well!  
 
Birthday Books: 
If you selected a birthday book virtually in the spring, I will be getting those ready to deliver to students who have 
been waiting for them soon. New birthday book forms are going out, and we will be doing a “catch-up” for students 
who had birthdays in March-August in batches. So, if you receive a birthday book form and your child’s birthday 
was last spring or this past summer, it is part of the catch-up process. Birthday books will be selected by students 
virtually and I’ll touch base with students who send in the forms during their online library classes. 
 
Cole School Book Challenge: 
The awards for last year’s Cole School Book Challenge will be delivered to classrooms as early as next week. The 
new list and possibly new rules for the 2020-21 Challenge will be finalized soon as I assess our new Sora e-book 
collection and our current print collection to populate the list. For now, students who started reading this summer 
can continue the “summer free for all” and continue to read any chapter book and have it count towards the 
challenge. To record your books until the new list comes out, the book tracker is here: 
https://www.norwellschools.org/Page/7868 
 
If you have any questions about anything library, please feel free to email me at 
michelle.mcgarry@norwellschools.org 
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Counselor’s Corner 
 
Hi everyone! We hope you had a great second, full week.  
 
October is National Bullying Prevention Month, so your child will be taking part in Lesson 1- Recognizing Bullying, 
through our Second Step Bullying Prevention curriculum. Lessons can be accessed in your child’s Schoology in 
the “SEL Grade ___” course, and kindergarten/remote families will get the link from their teachers. If you want 
more bullying prevention activities and info, check out Captain Compassion  from Second Step.  
 
Virtual yoga classes with Mrs. Walsh will start on Monday 10/5, and will continue each Monday that we are in 
school! Classes are open to K-5 students of all abilities.  
AM Yoga Class is from 11- 11:30; PM Yoga Class is from 2- 2:30.  
Students can find the access code on my Schoology page, titled “SEL Grade __.” 
 **Note- students need to be signed into their Norwell Google account in order to get into the class.** 
If a kindergarten or remote family would like the code, please email anne.walsh@norwellschools.org. 
 
Resource of the Week- Cole School Guidance Website https://www.norwellschools.org/domain/333 
This site is updated regularly and has a section of helpful links- like info on discussing COVID-19, race and social 
justice, children’s mental health resources, a searchable database of area therapists, and more. Check it out! 
 
Take care! 
Dr. Leah Ciolkosz (School Psychologist) and Mrs. Anne Walsh (School Counselor) 
leah.ciolkosz@norwellschools.org and anne.walsh@norwellschools.org 
 
Nurse’s Notes 
 
I am so thankful to have seen the smiling eyes of all the students who came in this week. Thank you for filling in 
the daily pass. I know this is a new habit for all of us. It takes getting used to! 
 
Please call with any questions or concerns that may arise from filling out the COVID Pass. I am learning good 
information as each week passes. If we work together, we can get through this unusual time. Communication is 
key and I love hearing from you.  
 
Please send in flu shot, testing, and physical information as you get it. 

 
Have a restful and healthy weekend. 
Nurse MacDougall 
elisabeth.macdougall@norwellschools.org 
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